American Dipper by Dodd, Elizabeth
CutBank 
Volume 1 




Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 
 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
Dodd, Elizabeth (1995) "American Dipper," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 45 , Article 13. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss45/13 
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
ELIZABETH D O D D
AMERICAN DIPPER
Office politics
and the pettiness o f each day—
the mind thickens and dries, 
a whorl o f driftwood.
I keep trying to picture
the American Dipper, to remember
its ordinary body plunging under 
the waters surface;
the Dipper walks upstream, tiny climber 
o f mountains, traveller between worlds.
I stare across the long 
emptiness o f the desk.
The river is moving, 
memory must
be breathing a specific 
afternoon of alpine
light, the rapid
R io  H ondo all motion
and matter— the battered stones’ 
slow stumble seaward,
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and the nondescript, unmistakable bird 
who dives into the cold
factual current, eyes open.
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